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Abstract: 

Postcolonial writing is a subset of postmodern literature that delves into the political and 

cultural autonomy of individuals who were previously oppressed during the colonial period. 

This body of work primarily centres on the conflicts arising from the power dynamics 

between oppressors and the oppressed, mainstream and marginalized groups, as well as rulers 

and their subjects. It often portrays the "other" - those who are being suppressed - in a 

positive light, glorifying their struggles and resilience. Moreover, postcolonial literature 

disrupts prevailing cultural norms and challenges entrenched power structures. It scrutinizes 

the consequences of colonization and how individuals and societies grapple with its enduring 

effects. This field of study, primarily focused on philosophy and literature, seeks to highlight 

the identity of those who have been subjugated and colonized.   
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Introduction 

Postcolonial literature is characterized by its extensive investigation of several themes, 

including cultural hybridity, the trauma experienced by those who have been displaced or 

exiled, the search for national identity, and the criticism of neocolonial practices that still 

have an impact on many postcolonial cultures. These issues are not just abstract ideas studied 

in academia, but are strongly connected to the real-life experiences of individuals who are 

dealing with the challenges of a postcolonial world. The books frequently utilize a range of 

literary approaches, including as non-linear narrative, magical realism, and the subversion of 

genre standards, in order to effectively portray the diverse nature of postcolonial existence. 

Postcolonial literature effectively challenges prevailing narratives by critically 

examining and questioning historical accounts. These works provide alternate interpretations 
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of history by examining it from the viewpoints of the colonized. They challenge the official 

historical narratives promoted by colonial regimes. The act of reclaiming history serves as 

both a form of resistance and a method of healing, enabling communities to recognize and 

address the traumas caused by colonialism. 

Language is of utmost importance in postcolonial literature, as it serves both as a 

means of subjugation and as a vehicle for emancipation. A significant number of postcolonial 

authors purposefully opt to use the language of the colonizer, appropriating it as a means to 

convey their distinct cultural experiences and to engage a wider readership. Some individuals 

choose to utilize indigenous languages and dialects, so rejuvenating and confirming the 

significance of these languages in response to cultural domination. The intricate involvement 

with language highlights the intricacy of postcolonial identity, which is frequently defined by 

the process of bargaining, adjusting, and opposing. Moreover, postcolonial literature often 

examines the enduring effects of colonialism on postcolonial cultures, specifically focusing 

on the economic, social, and environmental consequences. These accounts demonstrate how 

colonial legacies have influenced contemporary society through activities such as exploiting 

natural resources and imposing foreign economic systems. 

Postcolonial literature functions as a potent tool for the postcolonial individual to 

examine and criticize the colonial history, while also envisioning fresh opportunities for the 

future. Postcolonial literature plays a crucial role in the process of decolonization by giving 

prominence to the perspectives and stories of those who have been marginalized by colonial 

power systems. It advocates for justice, fairness, and self-governance in a society that 

continues to be influenced by the remnants of colonialism. This paper studies post-colonial 

literature and its characteristic features through various texts and the themes incorporated into 

them.  

Features of Post-colonial Literature 

Third World Literature, which is often used interchangeably with postcolonial 

literature, refers to the collection of literary works that have originated from countries and 

regions that have been subjected to colonial rule and are currently grappling with the intricate 

issues of post-colonial identity, culture, and independence. This literature functions as both a 

vehicle for artistic expression and a platform for political and social critique, tackling issues 

such as the lasting effects of colonialism, the fight for independence, and the current obstacles 

posed by neocolonialism and globalization. This literature mostly centers around the clash 

between the colonizer and the colonized, the decolonization process, and the reestablishment 

of national identity following colonial domination. It frequently aims to recover the voices of 

individuals who have been excluded or silenced in colonial narratives, providing alternative 

viewpoints on history, culture, and society that question prevailing Eurocentric discourses. 

Postcolonial literature is essential for the continuous effort of cultural decolonization, as it 

offers a platform for formerly colonized individuals to express their experiences, ambitions, 

and future hopes. 

Postcolonial literature encompasses a wide range of subjects that reflect the varying 

histories and experiences of many colonized cultures. These factors encompass the 
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psychological consequences of colonization, the intricate nature of cultural hybridity, the 

influence of colonialism on language and education, opposition to colonial and neocolonial 

oppression, and the pursuit of national and cultural identity in a postcolonial era. 

Furthermore, postcolonial literature frequently addresses the socio-economic gaps and 

injustices that continue to exist after colonial rule, emphasizing the continuous challenges for 

achieving equality, justice, and independence. 

A prominent characteristic of postcolonial literature is its distinctive and inventive 

style and storytelling. Authors often utilize techniques such as magical realism, non-linear 

tales, and genre blending to effectively portray the intricacies of postcolonial existence. 

Language is also a platform for artistic and political involvement, as numerous writers 

employ vernacular languages or a combination of linguistic forms to oppose cultural 

domination and assert their independence. 

Postcolonial literature critically examines the concept of the nation-state and explores 

the inconsistencies and conflicts that arise during the process of nation-building. This 

encompasses a meticulous evaluation of nationalism, the obstacles faced in attaining genuine 

autonomy in a globalized society, and the internal schisms and disputes that may arise inside 

postcolonial nations. Moreover, postcolonial literature is fundamentally characterized by its 

transnational and diasporic nature, as it mirrors the migrations of individuals across 

boundaries resulting from colonization, migration, and globalization. This literature 

frequently examines the encounters of diaspora and displacement, delving into topics of 

belonging, exile, and the process of navigating one's identity across many cultures. 

Third World or postcolonial literature is a complex and diverse area of study that 

constantly adapts to the shifting circumstances of postcolonial societies. It serves as evidence 

of the strength, ingenuity, and opposition of colonized populations, providing deep 

understanding of the human experience within the framework of past and continuing battles 

against colonialism and its consequences. Postcolonial literature enhances our comprehension 

of the world and the varied experiences and viewpoints that shape it by examining the 

connections between culture, history, and politics. 

A postcolonial text thoroughly examines and question’s various themes and concerns 

related to postcolonialism. These works often delve into topics such as diaspora, hybridity, 

national identity, subalternity, and mimicry. Through exploring these themes, postcolonial 

literature offers insights into the multifaceted nature of colonial legacies and their impact on 

individuals and societies. The contributions of renowned postcolonial theorists such as 

Gayatri Spivak Chakraborty, Homi Bhabha, Frantz Fanon, Anthony Appiah, Ashcraft, 

Gryphon, and Edward Said have significantly enriched postcolonial literature. Their theories 

provide frameworks for understanding and analysing the complexities of postcolonial 

experiences.  

 The term "postcolonial" remains a subject of debate among intellectuals and 

academics due to the lack of a universally accepted definition. In the realm of literature, 

postcolonial writing is considered a subset of postmodern literature. Its core focus lies in 

exploring the political and cultural autonomy of individuals who endured oppression during 



SP Publications 

International Journal Of English and Studies (IJOES) 

An International Peer-Reviewed Journal; Volume-5, Issue-12(December Issue), 2023 
www.ijoes.in    ISSN: 2581-8333; Impact Factor: 6.817 (SJIF) 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                              Page 117                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
 

 

the colonial era. Central to postcolonial literature are the tensions between various groups: 

those who wield power and those who are subjected to it, the mainstream and the 

marginalized, and the rulers and their subjects. This literature often portrays the oppressed as 

the "other," highlighting their struggles and resilience in the face of oppression. 

Moreover, postcolonial literature serves as a critique of prevailing cultural norms and 

societal structures. It challenges the entrenched power dynamics and questions the legitimacy 

of established authority. By doing so, it aims to disrupt the status quo and stimulate critical 

reflection on the lingering impacts of colonialism. Thus, postcolonial literature plays a 

significant role in reshaping narratives surrounding colonial history and its aftermath. It offers 

a platform for voices that have long been silenced or marginalized, shedding light on their 

experiences and asserting their agency in shaping their own identities and futures. 

Third World writing, later designated as Commonwealth Literature and then as 

Postcolonial Literature, Postcolonial Studies, or postcolonialism, encompasses the collective 

body of literary works originating from formerly colonized nations. Emerging from countries 

that have recently gained independence, postcolonial literature reflects the social, cultural, 

economic, and political transformations occurring in these newly liberated regions. It often 

serves as a form of resistance against anything that reminds individuals of their colonial past, 

striving to carve out new identities and narratives independent of colonial influence. 

Meenakshi Mukherjee's (1966) assertion that postcolonialism extends beyond the 

mere chronological period following the decline of empires is significant. It highlights the 

ideological emancipatory nature of postcolonialism, particularly for literature students outside 

Western cultural spheres. (26)  By acknowledging postcolonialism as a movement aimed at 

liberation from various forms of oppression based on gender, race, and class, G. Rai (2005) 

further reinforces Mukherjee's viewpoint. Rai implies that while the advent of the 

postcolonial era introduces changes, it does not completely eradicate the negative legacies of 

colonialism; instead, it represents a blend of continuity and modification. (34) 

Postcolonialism, as a cultural and literary strategy, is employed by writers and 

intellectuals from formerly colonized nations to confront the lingering impacts of colonial 

rule. Despite varying interpretations, most postcolonial theorists agree that the effects of 

colonization persist even after the departure of colonial powers. Postcolonialism is a perpetual 

inclination found in literature emerging from oppressed societies, characterized by a 

systematic exercise of cultural domination through imperial power structures and is 

intrinsically linked to the discourse of colonialism, focusing on the consequences and 

resistance to the enduring effects of colonization in philosophy and literature, while 

foregrounding the identities of the oppressed and colonized. 

Several well-known postcolonial texts delve into the complexities of postcolonial 

characteristics, offering profound insights into the experiences of formerly colonized peoples. 

Chinua Achebe's Things Fall Apart (1958) explores the collision of traditional Igbo culture 

with European colonialism in Nigeria, showcasing the devastating consequences of 

colonization on indigenous societies. The novel is a significant post-colonial piece that 

graphically depicts the conflict between traditional Igbo society and the encroaching 
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influence of European colonialism in Nigeria. Achebe depicts the decline of Igbo culture and 

the disruption of native society due to the intrusion of colonial rule through the tragic 

narrative of Okonkwo, a revered elder in the Igbo community. The work portrays the erosion 

of individual identity and cultural fragmentation that results from colonial rule, rendering it a 

painful examination of the influence of colonialism on African communities. 

Salman Rushdie's Midnight's Children (1981) provides a magical realist narrative that 

reflects on the tumultuous history of India post-independence, highlighting the challenges of 

national identity and political upheaval. The novel employs the literary technique of magical 

realism to explore the intricacies of India's era following its freedom. The plot revolves 

around Saleem Sinai, whose life is closely intertwined with the history of India. It explores 

the difficulties of establishing a collective identity in the midst of political unrest and 

religious conflicts. Rushdie's work exemplifies post-colonial writing by examining the lasting 

effects of colonialism and the complex process of decolonization in South Asia. 

Jamaica Kincaid's A Small Place (1988) offers a scathing critique of colonialism and 

tourism in Antigua, exposing the enduring effects of colonization on Caribbean societies. 

Kincaid presents a compelling analysis of the enduring consequences of colonialism and the 

exploitative characteristics of tourism in Antigua. Kincaid's forthright and penetrating 

analysis reveals the enduring impact of colonial legacies on the economic and social 

frameworks of the Caribbean, which sustain inequality and external dominance. This book is 

notable in the field of post-colonial literature because it directly addresses the enduring 

effects of colonial rule. 

Michael Ondaatje's The English Patient (1992) intertwines the stories of individuals 

from diverse cultural backgrounds, exploring themes of love, identity, and trauma against the 

backdrop of World War II and colonialism. Michael Ondaatje intricately interconnects the 

narratives of diverse individuals amidst the setting of World War II, delving into the issues of 

identity, displacement, and the enduring wounds inflicted by colonial interactions. The 

novel's assortment of people and their interrelated pasts underscore the intricate interaction 

between individual and collective recollection, affection, and anguish within the framework 

of colonial history, accentuating the toll on humanity caused by imperial aspirations. 

Isabel Allende's The House of the Spirits (1982) chronicles the lives of several 

generations of a Chilean family, grappling with issues of power, politics, and social justice in 

the aftermath of colonialism. Allende explores the intergenerational challenges related to 

power, oppression, and resistance in Latin America, using the perspective of magical realism. 

This allows her to highlight the long-lasting effects of colonial histories on social and 

political dynamics in the region. 

Derek Walcott's Omeros (1990) reimagines Homer's epic poems in the context of 

Caribbean history, addressing themes of cultural identity, displacement, and the legacy of 

colonialism. J.M. Coetzee's Waiting for the Barbarians and Disgrace (1990) delve into the 

psychological and moral complexities of colonialism in South Africa, probing the dynamics 

of power, violence, and redemption. Eavan Boland's Outside History: Selected Poems (1980-
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1990) offers a poignant exploration of Irish identity and history, challenging dominant 

narratives and reclaiming voices silenced by colonialism. 

Edward Said's seminal work Orientalism (1978) critically examines how Western 

scholars and intellectuals have constructed and represented the 'Orient' as a subordinate and 

exotic Other. Said argues that Orientalism is not merely a scholarly discipline but a form of 

cultural and political domination, through which the West asserts its authority over the East. 

By essentializing and romanticizing the East as mysterious and inferior, Orientalism justifies 

colonialism and perpetuates stereotypes that continue to shape Western perceptions of the 

non-Western world. 

The concept of diaspora, central to postcolonial literature, refers to the dispersion of 

people from their original homelands, whether voluntarily or forcibly. Postcolonial novels 

often explore the experiences of diasporic individuals grappling with questions of identity, 

belonging, and displacement. Authors such as V.S. Naipaul, Amitav Ghosh, Bharati 

Mukherjee, and Hanif Kureishi depict the struggles and complexities of diasporic life, 

highlighting the longing for home and the challenges of navigating multiple cultural 

identities. 

Hybridity and post-colonialism 

Hybridity, another key theme in postcolonial literature, refers to the blending and 

mixing of different cultural influences to create new and dynamic forms of expression. This 

process can be both liberating and oppressive, as it challenges notions of cultural purity and 

authenticity while also highlighting the power dynamics inherent in colonial encounters. 

Scholars like Homi Bhabha and Avtar Brah have explored the concept of hybridity, 

emphasizing its role in subverting colonial hierarchies and fostering new forms of cultural 

resistance and identity formation. However, hybridity is not without its tensions and conflicts, 

as it can challenge established norms and provoke resistance from dominant cultural forces. 

Postcolonial literature thus continues to be a vibrant field of study, offering nuanced 

perspectives on the legacies of colonialism and the ongoing struggles for cultural autonomy, 

identity, and justice in a rapidly globalizing world. Through its exploration of diaspora, 

hybridity, and other postcolonial characteristics, this literature invites readers to critically 

engage with the complexities of power, culture, and representation in the postcolonial era. 

Mimicry and post-colonialism 

Mimicry is indeed a significant concept within the framework of postcolonialism, 

shedding light on the complex dynamics of cultural assimilation and resistance. Assimilation, 

as described, involves the process by which colonized individuals adopt aspects of the 

colonizers' culture, including language, education, clothing, and more. However, this 

assimilation is not a straightforward replication of the colonizers' culture; rather, it involves 

significant modifications and adaptations to fit the context of the colonized society. 

Macaulay's Minute of 1835 provides insight into this process, highlighting a group of 

individuals of Indian heritage who outwardly appear English in their preferences, beliefs, 

ethical standards, and intellectual abilities. This phenomenon illustrates the paradoxical 

nature of mimicry, as described by Homi Bhabha. The mimicker, while appearing to emulate 
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the colonizer, can never fully embody the authenticity of the colonizer's culture. Instead, there 

exists a tension between imitation and difference, where the mimicker is simultaneously 

similar and distinct from the colonizer. Bhabha emphasizes that mimicry involves a subtle 

negotiation of identity and power. The mimicker adopts the outward trappings of the 

colonizer's culture, yet retains a sense of difference that prevents complete assimilation. This 

act of mimicry serves as a form of resistance, challenging the authority of the colonizer while 

also seeking acceptance within the dominant cultural framework. However, it also highlights 

the limitations and contradictions inherent in the process of cultural assimilation under 

colonial rule. 

The emergence of globalization has further complicated the dynamics of mimicry and 

cultural identity. While globalization has facilitated greater interconnectedness and the 

exchange of ideas, it has also led to debates surrounding cultural homogenization and the 

erosion of local traditions. In this context, the pursuit of 'global justice' involves recognizing 

and valuing diverse cultural identities while also challenging structures of power and 

inequality inherited from colonialism. 

Ultimately, while the history of colonialism continues to cast a long shadow over 

postcolonial societies, the process of postcolonialism represents a hopeful vision for the 

future. By confronting and interrogating the legacies of colonialism, postcolonialism seeks to 

dismantle systems of oppression and foster greater equality and justice. While the complete 

eradication of colonial memories may remain an idealistic aspiration, the ongoing efforts of 

postcolonial scholars and activists are gradually paving the way towards a more inclusive and 

equitable world. 
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